
EPISODE #144

"FALSE PROFITS"

The crew tries to free the people of the planet Takar from two Ferengi
opportunists posing as gods.

After detecting evidence of an unstable wormhole in a nearby solar system,
Voyager's sensors find something even more unusual: evidence that a replicator
from the Alpha Quadrant is in use on one of the planets.  Janeway sends Paris and
Chakotay down to the planet Takar, to investigate, and they find a pair of Ferengi
being worshiped as gods by the locals because of their advanced technology.

When they return to the ship, Paris and Chakotay learn that the Ferengi con
artists, Kol and Arridor, arrived in the Delta Quadrant seven years earlier, victims of
an attempt to lay claim to an unreliable wormhole.  With no way to return home, they
settled on the primitive planet and took advantage of a local myth predicting the
arrival of "holy sages."  Unhappy about the exploitation of the unsophisticated
people, Janeway beams the Ferengi aboard Voyager.  However, she reluctantly
releases the pair after they persuade her that the sudden disappearance of Takar's
"gods" would cause turmoil on the planet.

Resorting to trickery, Janeway sends Neelix to the planet, disguised as a
Ferengi who informs the pair that they're being recalled by their leader, the Grand
Nagus.  The plan backfires when the Ferengi decide they'd rather kill Neelix than give
up their profits.  To save himself, Neelix confesses his true identity.  Once again, it
appears the Ferengi have triumphed.

The crew has one more card up its sleeve.  Drawing from mythic prophecies
that the gods will leave on "wings of fire" following the arrival of a holy pilgrim,
Neelix proclaims himself to be that pilgrim.  The crew fires off three photon bursts to
fulfill a line in the prophecy that says the gods will depart when three new stars
appear in the sky.

Just as the crew's efforts to "attract" the wandering wormhole pay off,
Voyager beams Kol and Arridor aboard.  But before the ship can pass through it into
the Alpha Quadrant, the Ferengi steal a shuttle and are pulled into the tunnel in
space, destabilizing the phenomenon before Voyager can follow.  They've saved the
Takarians, but lost another chance to get home quickly.
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CAST

CAPTAIN KATHRYN JANEWAY KATE MULGREW
COMMANDER CHAKOTAY ROBERT BELTRAN
LIEUTENANT B'ELANNA TORRES ROXANN BIGGS-DAWSON
KES JENNIFER LIEN
LIEUTENANT TOM PARIS ROBERT DUNCAN MCNEILL
NEELIX ETHAN PHILLIPS
THE DOCTOR ROBERT PICARDO
LIEUTENANT TUVOK TIM RUSS
ENSIGN HARRY KIM GARRETT WANG

GUEST STARS

ARRIDOR DAN SHOR
KOL LESLIE JORDAN
BARD MICHAEL ENSIGN
KAFAR ROB LaBELLE
SANDAL MAKER ALAN ALTSHULD

Teleplay by: JOE MENOSKY

Story by: GEORGE A. BROZAK

Directed by: CLIFF BOLE

HIGHLIGHT LISTING

STAR TREK: VOYAGER:  "False Profits" -- The crew tries to free the people of the
planet Takar from two Ferengi opportunists posing as gods.

ADVERTISING HEADLINE

FALSE PROFITS
Two Ferengi opportunists pose as gods
to exploit an innocent planet.


